
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 18 March 2009] 

 p2065b-2065b 
Mr Ben Wyatt; Mr Troy Buswell 

 [1] 

GOVERNMENT DEBT 

228. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Treasurer: 

I have a supplementary question. Will the Treasurer table the memo from the Under Treasurer quoted in today’s 
Australian Financial Review?  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

Not only will I table the memo, but I will also arrange a full and comprehensive briefing for the shadow 
Treasurer. I know he likes briefings.  

I want to raise one point about the state’s finances. This year, the nature of the budget documentation will 
change. We are making a number of significant changes. I am bit concerned to offer the shadow Treasurer a 
briefing because when the Under Treasurer came to see me about these changes, I signed them off on the proviso 
that the Under Treasurer contact the shadow Treasurer to arrange a briefing to explain in detail what was being 
done so that when the budget was handed down in May, the shadow Treasurer would not spend his time 
complaining about changes to the budget format of which he was not aware. Accordingly, my chief of staff 
arranged a meeting, through emails between my office and the office of the shadow Treasurer. Guess who did 
not turn up—the shadow Treasurer! We had arranged a briefing and the shadow Treasurer sent along the 
member for Warnbro. He did not contact my office to seek another briefing. Yes, I will provide the documents. 
Yes, I will provide a briefing—but please turn up this time! 

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Victoria Park! I wish to clarify whether the Treasurer intends to table the 
documents or whether he intends to provide the shadow Treasurer with a copy of the documents. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: By way of clarification, I will provide a copy of the documents to the shadow Treasurer 
and arrange a briefing. 
 


